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From the Editor 
 The RDA Murray Committee and team are looking forward to working 
with our partners, business, community and whole of government in the 
ongoing development and review of our Regional Plan. We would like to 
hear from our subscribers, so why not place an article in the 
eNewsletter? All items (with pictures preferred) can be sent to 
Julie.lawrence@rdamurray.org.au.  
 

Julie  
 

Making a difference… 
 
Regional Development Australia (RDA) is a national network of 55 committees 
made up of local leaders who work with all levels of government, business and 
community groups to support the development of their regions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RDA committees are a vital link between the regions and the Australian 
Government, and the Department of Regional Australia, Local Government, Arts 
and Sport is leading this agenda for the Australian Government. 
 
By joining your RDA committee you can make a difference in your region. 
 
Committee members are able to use their skills and experience to improve the 
economy of the region by working with others to bring together a variety of 
views, interests and expertise. Members have a shared sense of purpose and 
can be part of a high performing team which takes collective responsibility for 
regional issues through action and team decision-making. 
 
Expressions of interest are currently sought for appointments to all New South 
Wales RDA committees. Visit the My RDA - NSW page to find out more about 
RDA in New South Wales. EOIs are encouraged by Wednesday 30 January 2013. 
 
For additional information or to have an Information Handbook and EOI form 
mailed to you, please contact 1800 505 938 (9am-5pm AEDST) or email 
rdaeoi@regional.gov.au. 
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QUICK FACTS – Wakool Shire 

Location and Population – The Shire covers an area of 
7,549 sq kilometres with a population of 3962 according 
to the 2011 census. The Shire is located in south western 
Murray region, between the two rivers of the Murray 
and Murrumbidgee.  The main population centres 
include Barham (the largest in the shire), Moulamein 
(main administration located), Tooleybuc, Wakool, 
Goodnight, Koraleigh, Kyalite and Murray Downs. Just a 
three hour drive from Melbourne the area is interlaced 
with rivers, creeks and lagoons making it an ideal 
destination for lazy days on the riverbanks or fishing for 
that perfect catch. 

Key Industries – Agricultural production is the backbone 
of this rural area with industries including rice, dairy 
broad acre crops, and livestock and horticulture crops. 
 The diversity of activities operating throughout the 
Shire ensures the area is a significant contributor to the 
agriculture and horticulture markets. Rice production 
accounts for a large portion of the industry with rice sold 
both domestically and internationally. The region is a 
significant producer of quality livestock for meat 
markets, and also incorporates a large number of citrus 
growers and is recognised as a sizeable contributor to 
the Australian market. 

 

Facilities –Visitors will enjoy a unique mix of activity and 
tranquillity in one of the few Shires in Australia to boast 
five magnificent rivers within its borders. Unique to 
other tourist destinations, the area has not been robbed 
of its charm or ability to provide quiet space and 
tranquillity. There are plenty of opportunities to enjoy a 
change of pace and the region's natural features provide 
great scenery and even greater sunsets.  

    (Source: Wakool  Shire Council) 

 

 
 

Need a kitchen? 
 
The Royal Agricultural Society of NSW Foundation (RASF) is giving 
rural and regional NSW community organisations the chance to win 
a kitchen courtesy of Bunnings Warehouse. There are many 
community buildings or community facilities in rural and regional 
towns that could be transformed with a new kitchen, turning them 
into a more useable and functional facility for the whole community 
to use for a range of events and activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The successful applicant needs to demonstrate how a new kitchen 
will benefit their local community. It’s important to both Bunnings 
Warehouse and the RAS Foundation that the kitchen will benefit 
many in the community.   
 
Further information - If you have any queries about eligibility or any 
part of RASF Community Kitchen initiative, please contact the RAS 
Foundation on (02) 9704 1232 or email foundation@rasf.org.au 
 
Participating is simple.  The RAS Foundation invites rural 
community organisations to apply and tell their story of why their 
community needs a new kitchen.  
 
 Who is eligible to apply?  
• Community Centres  
• Welfare organisations  
• Churches  
• Men’s Sheds  
• Service Club e.g. CWA/Rotary 
• Sporting clubs  
• Show societies  
 
Who is not eligible? Privately or company owned facilities. 

 
All applications must be made online. The closing date for 
applications is 6pm, 10 February, 2013.   Apply at 
http://rasf.smartygrants.com.au/RASFCommunityKitchen. 

 

 

http://www.rasnsw.com.au/foundation.htm
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Funding boost for Regional Arts 
 
Minister for the Arts, George Souris, announced a $5.7 million in shared funding over  
the next three years for NSW’s 14 Regional Arts Development boards to help develop  
local artistic and cultural programs. This figure represents an annual funding boost of  
nearly $500,000 compared to 2012.  
 
“The NSW Government is committed to ensuring that regional NSW has more cultural and artistic opportunities and events than 
ever before,” Mr Souris said.  
 
“Each of the regional arts boards will receive $140,000 in core funding each year for the next three years. This will provide arts and 
cultural opportunities to over 100 local government areas and more than 1.7 million people.” 
 
 “It will support the boards to deliver an extended program of activity in regional NSW, increase touring programs in the regions 
and target priority areas through project management including Aboriginal arts development.” 
 
Arts and culture play a central role in community life in regional NSW. The NSW Government is committed to revitalizing regional 
NSW and recognizes that the arts are essential to creating vibrant and thriving communities throughout the state 
 
For more information on Arts NSW funding programs visit www.arts.nsw.gov.au 

 
 

Skill Shortages within the Murray 
 
Skills and labour shortages are an ongoing challenge for regional Australia.  RDA Murray is addressing this issue in its role as an 
accredited Regional Certifying Body.  RDA Murray understands local industry and is able to provide a unique regional service to 
employers right here in the Murray.  We can assist employers considering or wanting to employed a skilled person from onshore or 
offshore and direct them to the right information to undertake the application. 
 
RDA Murray has been successful in connecting businesses with skilled professionals outside of the regional migration program. 
Through RDA Murray’s efforts of promoting the region, we receive many enquiries from people looking to move from 
metropolitan areas. 
 
Top skill shortage occupations (but not limited to) are: 

 Registered Nurses 

 Diesel Motor Mechanics 

 Welders (First Class) 

 Metal Fabricators 

 Secondary School Teachers 

 Engineers 

 Urban and Regional Planners 

 Speech Pathologists 
 

Get online and check out RDA Murray’s website for more  
information. 

http://www.arts.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rdamurray.org.au/
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2013 People of Australia Ambassador Program  
 
 
Nominations are open for the 2013 People of Australia Ambassador  
program. 
 
Australians around the country can nominate outstanding individuals  
to be recognised for the work they do with diverse and ethnic  
communities.  
 
The People of Australia Ambassadors program honours people who  
embody the principles of Australia’s Multicultural Policy and have a  
strong commitment to inclusion, social cohesion and actions which  
unite all Australians. Ambassadors are appointed for 12 months. 
 
People of Australia Ambassadors are an important and critical link  
providing feedback from local communities to the Australian  
Multicultural Council and to the Government about effective initiatives 
 which promote belonging and leverage diversity in our communities. 
 
The Minister for Multicultural Affairs encourages Australians to nominate outstanding individuals from their neighbourhoods who 
have encouraged participation in their community. 
 
Nominators will be required to describe their candidate’s strong commitment to inclusion and social cohesion. Communities and 
individuals can nominate a candidate for the People of Australia Ambassador program in recognition of their work with diverse and 
ethnic communities. Nominations of young people and people from regional and rural areas are strongly encouraged. Self-
nominations are not accepted.  
 
Nominations will be considered by the Australian Multicultural Council. 
 
How to nominate  
Complete all the details in the form. Remember to provide as much relevant detail about the candidate’s contribution as possible. 
You may attach additional information supporting the nomination such as newspaper articles, referee reports or resumes to this 
nomination form. Nominees will be subject to a security and character check.  
 
Nominations close on Sunday 10 February 2013.  
 
Nominate by email: scan and email the completed nomination form and any additional material to ambassadors@amc.gov.au.  
 
Nominate by post: Envelope the completed nomination form and any additional material and post to: AMC Secretariat, PO Box 25, 
Belconnen ACT 2616 
 
 
For more information on the program and nomination process. See: www.amc.gov.au 
 
 
  
.  

mailto:ambassadors@amc.gov.au
http://www.amc.gov.au/
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Beware bogus 
bushfire appeals 

Scammers also 
appeal to your 
generous side 

SCAMwatch is urging 
consumers considering 
donating to help those 
affected by the summer 
bushfires to make sure that 
their money goes to a 
legitimate charity, cause or 
appeal.  

Scammers have been 
known to take advantage of 
people’s generosity in the 
aftermath of disastrous 
events, including bushfires 
such as the devastating 
Victorian bushfires that 
struck in 2009. 

Not only do these scams 
cost people money, they 
also divert much needed 
donations away from 
legitimate causes. 

If you are considering 
making a donation to a 
bushfire appeal, donate 
wisely by thoroughly 
checking that you are 
donating to a legitimate 
organisation. Don’t let 
scammers appeal to your 
generous side. 

 


